	
	TERMONOLOGY



	DREAM WALKER*
	A Niyanoka with the ability to visit another person’s dreams and work mental and/or physical healing during the visitation.  The human visited has no memory of the visit. 



	CIRCLE OF GHOSTS
	The final home of all ghost who once led evil lives and are punished when HIRHANKARA pushes them from the SPIRIT ROAD into the circle, where they drift for eternity in endless circles.  This ghostly prison is presided over by NAGI.  Some ghosts have been released from this prison by the prayers of those who live a pure life and pray for them.



	GHOST
	The remains of humans after they have left their earthly vessels.



	HALFLING
	Any creature with one SPIRIT and one HUMAN parent.



	HANWI
	THE MOON is a reflective female SPIRIT who warms MAKA when the WI is absent.



	HEYOKA
	SPIRIT of chaos who is a double-faced SPIRIT with a split personality and emotions.  He represents joy and sorrow, war and peace and all other opposites.  Humans who see WAKINYAN (THUNDERBEINGS) become living HEYYOKAS and do the opposite of what is expected.  



	HIHANKARA


	The crone who guards the SPIRIT ROAD.  If the soul has walked the Red Road and lead a righteous life they bear the proper tattoos and are allowed to pass.  If they have lead a wicked life, she pushes them from the road and allows them to fall into the Circle of Ghosts.

	HUMANS
	Mortal creatures without first-hand knowledge of the SPIRIT WORLD or SPIRITS.



	INANOKA*
	MORTAL beings born of a human female and the SPIRIT TOB TOB.  They are SKINWALKERS who shapeshift into the animal of their mother’s tribe at will and maintain all attributes of that animal while in human form.  They are called HALFLINGS and live an average of 400 years.  They are despised by NIYANOKA for being beasts and possibly because they live longer.  They protect animals from capricious SUPERNATURALS.  Each animal is gifted with a different power

BEAR:     Has the ability to heal all injuries and wounds

WOLF:    Can track anyone on earth by their scent trail

RAVEN:  Is the only creature who can travel the Spirit Road and speak to the souls in the Spirit World

BUFFALO:  Is a creature of sacrifice that can absorb injuries, illness or grief into its body and then heal at a rapid rate.  They are not healers and must feel all the pain they take from the one they relieve.   It is said they can raise the dead, but only at the expense of their own life.

MOUNTIAN LION: Has the gift of clairvoyance, but is unfortunately blind to their own future or the future of those they love.


	KANKA
	OLD WOMAN SORCERESS.  She travels in dreams and helps people purify themselves.  She can see the past, present and future and is a SUPERNATURAL.



	MAKA
	MOTHER EARTH, holds the female power of birth and is a sacred SPIRIT.



	NAGI
	The SHADOW SELF, NAGI is the ghostly guardian of the CIRCLE OF GHOSTS and is a SPIRIT.



	NIYAN
	A SPIRIT BEING that teaches man to understand the cycle of life and death and the return of the body to MAKA (the earth) as the spirit returns to the SPIRIT WORLD.  NIYAN is a SPIRIT. 



	NIYANOKA*
	MORTAL beings born of a union between NIYAN and a human.  They are called SPIRITCHILD and are charged with protecting humans from the interference of SUPERNATURALS and teaching them to prepare for the SPIRIT WORLD.



	PEACEMAKER*
	A Niyanoka with the power to influence the moods and emotions of those nearby.  They are highly persuasive and sought after for their ability to assist in all forms of negotiation.  Since their suggestions are difficult to defy and their proposals hold such influence, their ethics must be above reproach.



	SEER OF SOULS*
	A Niyanoka member of the Ghost Clan, thought to be extinct.  Such a Halfling has the ability to see not only Spirits, but earthbound souls in the form of disembodied Ghosts.  They a have the power to speak to ghosts and to send them to the Spirit Road for judgment.  See: Hihankira



	SKINWALKERS
	Another word for INANOKA, the Halfling children of TOB TOB the SPIRIT BEAR.  Legend says these are animals who remove their skin to masquerade as humans, but their ineptitude often reveals them.



	SOUL WHISPERER*
	A Niyanoka with the ability to ‘read the dead’ with a simple touch.  At contact the Soul Whisperer can see the person’s death, including the cause of death and, in the case of murder, the face of the killer(s).  Soul Whisperers often work in law enforcement and serve man by bringing the guilty to justice.



	SPIRITS
	All of these creatures are immortal.



	SPIRIT CHILD
	Another name for NIYANOKA, a Halfling child of NIYAN and a human parent.



	SPIRIT ROAD
	(SKY-ROAD, SPIRIT TRAIL) The milky way that is the path leading to the Spirit World.  Those without the proper tattoos are pushed off the trail and where the wander endlessly in the CIRCLE OF GHOSTS.  Souls without the proper markings have led an evil life on earth and do not merit entrance to the SPIRIT WORLD.



	SPIRIT WORLD
	The home of all ghosts that have successfully crossed the SPIRIT ROAD.



	SUPERNATURALS
	There are eight SUPERNATURALs including KANKA.  They are immortal but less powerful than SPIRITS.  They live on earth.



	TOB TOB
	Translates as “Four by Four”, meaning a creature that goes on four legs.  This great SPIRIT BEAR has wisdom and healing powers.  TOB TOB is a SPIRIT.


	WANAGI
	The soul of a dead person, a GHOST.



	WAKAN TANKA
	THE GREAT SPIRIT, THE GREAT MYSTERY, Creator of all.  A holy immortal entity who is more than SPIRIT.



	WAKINYAN
	THUNDERBEINGS (THUNDERBIRD, THUNDERHORSE).  The force of electricity on earth.  Thunder comes from the opening of the THUNDERBIRD’s eye and thunder from the drumming of the THUNDERHORSES’ hooves.  WAKINYA are SPIRITS.  They also cause clouds, hurricanes, tornadoes and storms.  They are known to strike dead any human foolish enough to lie while holding a sacred pipe.



	WI
	THE SUN.  WI represents power and sustains life.  He is a great teacher and a SPIRIT.



	WONIYA
	The soul of a living person.




*These terms/beings are fictional and do not exist in LAKOTA LEGEND

